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C L A R K D A L E  — 
A nea rl y 4 -foot-t a l l 
scu lpt u re of a Hopi 
ma iden was recent-
ly unveiled at the en-
trance of the Taawaki 
Inn.

The Hopi artist be-
h i nd t he gent le f ig-
ure is Kim Seyesnem 
Obrzut, who has been 
casting bronze for over 
4 0 yea rs.  Se yesnem 
Obrzut, who is trained 
in the traditional Hopi 
“scrape and smooth” 
method, uses a hard 
tool to manipulate and 
form hand-coiled clay.

“M y  w or k  i s  v e r y 
contemporary, but my 
sculptures are steeped 
in spiritual and sym-
b ol ic  c ont ent ,”  t he 
sculptor noted in an 
ar t ist ’s statement in 
which she a lso con-
nec ted her work to 
t hat of her g randfa-
ther, whom she’d watch 
carve dolls.

She s a id t h at  not 
only do her sculptures 
ref lect the histor y of 
the Hopi people, “they 
t ranscend t he t radi-
t ion s of  a n a nc ient 
people into an ancient 
art form of bronze. I 
am trying to capture a 
moment in time of my 
people and have it re-
membered for many 
generations to come.”

The artist’s daughter, 
K r ysta l Obrzut, said 
her mother was one of 

the f irst Hopi women 
to work in bronze.

As Obrzut explained, 
Hopi society is matri-
lineal, meaning clans 
are inherited through 
a mother’s bloodline. 
Typically, households 
a r e  m a n a g e d  a n d 
owned by women, she 
said. Land, propert y 
and household cere-
monial knowledge are 
passed from mother to 
daughter, while men 
a s s u m e  l e a d e r s h i p 
roles in Hopi ceremo-
nies, politics and reli-
gious life.

“ Wom e n  o w n  t h e 
l a nd,”  Obr z ut  s a id . 
“Men are the Kachina 
car vers. To t his day, 
[only] men are ... al-
lowed to carve Kachi-
nas. So my mother is 

not a carver. [The Hopi 
maiden sculpture] is 
what she came up with 
that’s allowed by the 
tribe.”

None of Seyesnem 
O b r z u t ’s  w i l lo w i n g 
statues has a face. This 
is because each figure 
represents “one kin,” 
her daughter said.

Seyesnem Obrzut’s 
sculptures have exhib-
ited across the South-
west. Notably, a 6-foot-
t a l l  H o p i  m a i d e n 
sculpture is on display 
at the Museum of Indi-
an Arts and Culture in 
Santa Fe, N.M., Obrzut 
said.

Here, in Clarkdale, 
t he stat ue is placed 
with intention, to wel-
come visitors.

“ T he  ide a  i s  t h at 

when you drive in, this 
statue w il l be at eye 
level with your wind-

shield to greet you,” 
said Linda Durbano, 
who owns the Taawaki 

Inn and Verde Canyon 
Railroad with her hus-
band, Dave.

Hopi maiden takes her place outside Taawaki Inn
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Krystal Obrzut stands with her mother’s Hopi maid-
en statue, which was installed by the entrance of the 
Taawaki Inn.

VVN/OLIVIA MAILLET

From left to right, Linda Durbano, Krystal Obrzut and Chelsey Hamilton get a first 
glimpse of the Hopi maiden statue created by Kim Seyesnem Obrzut.
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Verde Canyon Railroad employees help a moving service position the Hopi maiden 
statue outside the Taawaki Inn.

BY BLOOMBERG NEWS

P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Tr ump’s latest move 
to shun foreign solar 
power equ ipment is 
part of his effort to re-
bui ld U.S. ma nufac-
t u r i ng clout. It may 
simultaneously exacer-
bate the fast-widening 
green technology split 
between the U.S. and 
the rest of the world.

Trump announced a 
plan to impose tariffs 
and minimum prices 
on imported polysili-
con used in semicon-
ductors and solar pan-
els. The lev y comes a 
week after the Feder-
a l  Com mu n ic at ion s 
Commission tightened 
c u rbs on i nver ter s, 
another vital compo-
nent of solar-powered 
energy.

Such protections can 
encourage the growth 
of domestic manufac-
turing — but as mul-
tiple economies have 
found over decades, 
restrictions often come 
at a financial and tech-
nological cost.

I n t he nea r ter m, 
curbs will drive up the 
price of solar panels 
in the U.S., a country 
that already pays more 
than double the global 
level thanks to years 
of tariffs on imports — 
and where Trump has 
pu rsued a n a nt i-re-
newables policy during 
his second term.

If domestic manufac-
turing doesn’t estab-
lish a foothold quickly, 
it could put the U.S. 
further behind in tech-
nological and power 
terms as the rest of the 
world presses ahead 
w it h cheap Ch i nese 
alternatives.

“The U.S. is limiting 
t h is sou rce of ener-
g y when the countr y 
so desperately needs 
mor e  e le c t r ic i t y  t o 
scale up high tech and 
AI,” said Li Shuo, di-

rector of the China Cli-
mate Hub at the Asia 
Society Policy Institute 
in Washington DC. “It 
looks so different from 
solar markets you’ll see 
any where else in the 
world.”

Tr u mp’s d i rec t ive, 
which takes effect Dec. 
4, subjects derivatives 
including silicon wa-
fers, photovoltaic cells 
and solar modules to 
15% tarif fs, and sets 
minimum price f loors 
for each product that 
are higher than cur-
rent costs in the U.S.

Fo r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e 
new minimum price 
f o r  i m p o r t e d  s o l a r 
modu les w i l l  be 38 
cents per watt. That 
compares to 27 cents 
per watt for modules 
current ly shipped to 
the U.S., according to 
BloombergNEF, while 
the global average is 11 
cents.

T r u m p ,  w h o  h a s 
pushed the revival of 
U.S. industry since his 
f irst term in office, is 
also offering a carrot, 
howe ver.  I f  c ompa-
nies commit to start-
i ng c on st r uc t ion of 
U.S. factories to build 
the solar products by 
Jan. 20, 2029, they can 
avoid the higher costs.

“A m e r i c a  c a n n o t 
be reliant on foreign 
countries for the poly-
silicon that’s the key 
base material under-
pinning semiconduc-
tor a nd sola r-power 
supply chains,” White 
H o u s e  s p o k e s m a n 
Kush Desai said in a 
statement.

“P r e s ident  Tr u m p 
pledged to safeguard 
our national and eco-
nom ic secu r it y, a nd 
in addition to reshor-
i n g  c r i t i c a l  m a nu-
facturing back to the 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e 
Tr u mp ad m i n i s t r a-
tion remains focused 
on unleashing Ameri-
ca’s already-abundant 
sources of reliable and 
affordable energ y for 
families and business-
es, from natural gas to 
coal,” Desai said.

Advocates for reshor-
i n g  —  e f f e c t i v e l y 
br i ng i ng home U.S. 
manufacturing capa-
bility — have feted the 
ne w s.  Ac c ord i ng to 
Jon Toomey, president 
of the Coalition for a 
Prosperous America, 
g loba l impor t barr i-
ers can put an end to 
circumvention, when 
companies set up fa-
ci l it ies in t hird-par-
t y countries to avoid 

tariffs.
T he d i rec t ive a lso 

applies all parts of the 
supply chain, which 
should help solve the 
problem of investing in 
downstream assembly 
plants only to find they 
are still dependent on 
other countries for up-
stream inputs.

“For the f irst t ime, 
t he Un ited States is 
protecting the entire 
solar supply chain with 
a single action,” Toom-
ey said.

In the solar supply 
cha i n, u lt ra-ref i ned 
polysilicon is shaped 
into recta ng u la r in-
gots, which are in turn 
sliced into ultra-thin 
squares known as wa-
fers. Those wafers are 
w ired into cel ls and 
pieced together to form 
solar panels.

Building a complete 
chain from the ground 
up could have enor-
mous benefits for the 
U.S., JPMorgan ana-
lysts including Mark 
Strouse said in a re-
search note. It could 
“reduce pr ici ng , re-
duce geopolitical risks, 
and improve long-term 
investor sentiment for 
the space.”

Gr e e n  t e c h nolo g y 
has been at the heart of 

global efforts to boost 
industrialization, in-
cluding in the U.S. But 
the clean-energy race, 
a c c e l e r a t i n g  a l o n g 
with the scramble for 
computing power, has 
increased t he div ide 
between the U.S. and 
e c onom ie s  op en t o 
using Chinese tech-
nolog y — w it h one 
side benef it ing from 
r o c k-b ot t om  pr ic e s 
and existing, advanced 
tech nolog y, a nd t he 
other seeking to build 
its own.

As recently as 2012, 
the U.S. was the world’s 
la r ge st  produc er of 
polysilicon. That year, 
P r e s i d e n t  B a r a c k 
Oba ma k icked of f a 
tari f f war over solar 
products that saw Bei-
jing slap duties on U.S. 
p r o d u c t i o n .  C h i n a 
revved up its domestic 
industr y in response 
and now controls more 
than 95% of global out-
put of the material.

The U.S. has made 
some st r ides i n re-
cent yea rs,  a nd t he 
countr y now has the 
world’s t hird-largest 
c apac it y for assem-
bling solar modules. 
Still, it remains reliant 
on overseas suppliers 
for cel ls, wafers and 
polysilicon, meaning 
it  cou ld st r ug g le to 
catch up even if U.S. 
solar manufacturing 
gains a foothold, ac-
cording to Youru Tan, 
a BloombergNEF solar 
analyst in Hong Kong.

“U.S. production is 
much more expensive 
than China,” Tan said. 
“Plus, most U.S. facto-
ries rely on equipment 
from China.”

I n v e s t o r s  i n  n e w 
factories will have to 
weigh the support of-
fered f rom Tr u mp’s 
new directive against 
messages t hat have 
c reated u ncer t a i nt y 
around long-term ap-
petite for clean energy.

So far in his second 
term, Trump’s policy 
mov e s a l s o i nc lud-
ing ending tax credits 
for solar installations, 
eroding federal poli-

cies encouraging emis-
sion-f ree power a nd 
green energ y permit-
ting delays have done 
more to hold back the 
deploy ment of  U. S . 
renewables.

And if the manufac-
turing boom fai ls to 
materialize, U.S. solar 
d e v e lo p e r s  w i l l  b e 
hit by a steep hike in 
module prices, which 
will amount to about a 
12% hike to the overall 
cost of solar systems, 
according to Guggen-
heim Securit ies ana-
lysts. The question of 
who ends up absorbing 
t he increased costs, 
whether it’s developer 
profit margins or high-
er power ta r i f fs, re-
mains open.

The AI boom should 
help users cope w ith 
short-term risks. Ris-
ing demand and high-
er-than-normal prices 
for competing sources 
of power will counter 
the extra cost, accord-
ing to JPMorgan. Even 
w h i le  p a y i n g  mor e 
t ha n t he rest of t he 
world, solar remains 
a mong t he cheapest 
options for electrici-
ty in the U.S., accord-
ing to BloombergNEF 
data.

That doesn’t account 
for t he oppor t u n it y 
cost of not embrac-
ing cut-price modules. 
Countries from Nigeria 
to Pakistan have taken 
advantage to radically 
reshape their under-
supplied power grids 
in a matter of months. 
Sales of solar panels 
to the Philippines are 
boom i ng.  E ven Eu-
rope, which is battling 
Chinese trade negotia-
tors over other areas of 
clean tech like EVs and 
wind power, has all but 
waved the white f lag 
when it comes to solar.

“Solar is arguably the 
fastest energy you can 
deploy, and in a free 
and open market it’s 
one of cheapest power 
sources,” said Asia So-
ciety Policy Institute’s 
L i .  “T he U.S. is not 
going to enjoy t hose 
two advantages.”

Trump’s homegrown solar push 
risks widening green energy divide
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GRID Alternatives employee Tony Chang installs no-cost solar panels on the rooftop of 
a low-income household on Oct. 19, 2023, in Pomona, California.
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